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How it all began

I n December 1970 I
of West Suffol k. I
through peaceful glades in the New Forest or a
Downs. As a resident of Yorkshire for some 10
and Dales to wander through very different kin

l eft my teaching job in the
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ance Survey mapsmanyTher bewéoemd, but, on t
the | ocal roads for an hour or two.
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What opti mi s m! I |l ooked in vain for sighpoét ma
advent of the muchPanohfebwladsd rgst ull l gseene years ah
pursuit. Now and then | could find a few yards
but not for | ong. It was then that | recoll ec
address in London, to which | wrote for
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carefully explained Sl DR e
dumbfounded and went off in search of the
Clerk of the Council,| & pVelacgalntSughal k -nieaw Deomtome
t hought f ul man whom | had already met, as
his daughter was in one of my cl asses. He was no be

investigate the matter.
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It was armed with these that | set forth with great
Cambridgeshire and Norfolk were on my doorstep, but
more misplaced? Lines on mafpsber pl abbhedr vpwebl pck
dense natural vegetati on, intersected by deep ditch
mamade obstak&l eay thatnl found none of this supposc¢
obstacl es, but that was probably true of no more th

| wédsmexpecting this

Quite apart from that aspect, pl e
or , t o be iffag@grrmertsh ea mde ngameke

One of my first experiences W Cypi
attempt to take my two small t St
afternoon stroll along a | ov ecjSatau . Ll ot h
was brought to an abrupt and f a o
armed with a gun, who assur ed unt
going to be allowed to pass t} hi
pheasants. On my own, I mi ghth i sc
suggested ot her wi se. '

| dont hink that, as | wal ked si d
gave the appearance of bei ngj ow
then that | wadwistoh off h eBqu@$ te

yowThis kind offer tended to | e X
suggesting anything but a des - anc
assured that | was doing fine—+hanrks—and—noet——n  nee
my interrogator usually went |BaMBIE"SnP8d™m GRZed &t N
trespassing, there was no righ?" o %afatn tWdLugl milg

. o . lvery much: the .,norm,

crops or with some similar Jus%lflcatlon f'or "hafang
Ver bal onsl aughts were unpleasant, but one got wused
foll owing couple of decades, however, | became invo
astoni shment in view of the brazen hostility to mys
the countryside on foot.

On a path near Wickhambrook | was confronted by a n
wal ki ng straight through his crop of wheat. When I
pat h, I woul d not have had to tread down any of hi s
push me back the way | had come. Another saw me try
whereupon he ran towards me and punched me in the c
The most bizarre of these encounters once again inyv
On this occasion my assailant tol d me tihsaot ahse thoa db €
certain of his rights when finteientki ntgh euyp kvai!iyh ef vod oky £l hi bk
explained, was to believe | was allowed to walk tho
around the side of the field. My reward for politel
fadeafter which, curiously, he turned round and r an
By far the most wunpleasant incident, however, took
enquire whether it might be possible for somebody t
bridleway a few yards away. The response from the s
husband had better things to do, so would | please



I went thoughtfully on my ng
behind me and find myself sei e n
l'ifted off the ground. Havi n¢ f e
comments about my character ’ ed
free myself and return home, .
il luminating discussion with e f
I learned that | was no& haed t hi
He had reportedly taken a h o § on |
mont hs previously, but , as w her
witnesses, so giving him a w cou
A couple of years |l ater he b t o
couple on horseback and knoc t a
slurry, but even that outrag an
conditional discharge from t ver
possibly had the | ast | augh he
redoubtabl e Jerry 6H@emarl arayn , Sd

| aunched a prosecution for o rm
af orementioned heap of manur fin
bill for costs amounting to

Anot her farmer in the Suffol heartlsapr{éngﬁlorgek!ed a f
l ocking a gate and erecting aAflemvced Yatpos shejttweerhac
Council eventually served notitce on him and sent of
open up the path.

Very sensibly, knowing something of his character,
to accompany t hem. To their astonishment, the farn
ti mber studded with nails and hurling rotten eggs.
and never to do it again.

These events and the | arge numbers of obstruction r
bombarding the Cowrmwili,n bryoughte md Arié aatko atl pasteh sa n.
contact wité&h RihghtCoumfciWay Of ficer, a conscientious
an overwhel ming wor kIl oad.

| have a vivid memory of the occasion when, after r
rather attractive bridl eway, he phoned me in strict
to keep away from the path as the | andowner had bot
incredi bl vy, he was a member of the County Council!!

Regrettable attitudes emerge from various direc

I am not suggesting that the conduct of this man an
the dislike of our organisation was not just confin
whi ch emanated from a section of County Council men
di stinctly worrying One senior Council officer, wi
relationship, told me eompllogavihrad thtree h@a@u beieln war ne
that his job might not be secure if he appeared to
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I n the past few years the Estate had been making it
along paths and tracks that they and their familie:¢
I went to visit her, so as to get a better idea of
process by which 6ltdd shearfdmedti oecd. mdpst | vy, it appea
obtained in response to enquiries which were sent I
about T489%0ng them to mark the known rights of way
them. The parishes were required by law to hold a i
gather this information. In addition to that, ot he
data gathering. I already kamewerntyhaltatdhe mampiisiadf ¢ rc i
only three short footpaths marked on it and those
surrounding area, where old OS maps s howeud Ipiatntb ears
road was tio fbet hfiosunnmdap was to be believed!
One of these tracks was mar kedAnion haemt ioqnwee |l eetatdd rnigr
mi |l es across ancient heat hl amAnd walsematmleer ¢ @ & nt A ¢
PabWwhose very name suggests an ancienti@rubndtc rout e
happened? One explanation came very quickly from t
Chairman of the Parish Council the papers that had
ot her major | andowner in the parish, Obheacda usoe @h & hdeinmd
believe in rights of way.
|l was soon to find out that this was by no means ur
whose definitive maps welrleadielad hfeai dedi coemol drt laet c
meeting These were mostly places where there was
were in effect run by the agents of the big estate:c
The feudal system, | was bht3zg :o!, F ¥ F wa s
alive and kicking in that ]9 & 3 f of a1

:: 3 ¥ : !
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It was some years | ater th"
showed that there was anot’:
Suffolk Definitive Map was}
of the legislation was to *
public rights of way were
So, it was with more than
across a |letter written i
Surveyor, in which he adviy9j
they should only put forwa//
maps those paths which F
preserve.
When one recollects the :
councils were dominate-dwhiy, ¢
community, thi-rse@rr@:*.@rs;tqajtei,‘:-'“:J;
they should have been doi
by some with considerabl e
Attempts to put things
By an extraordinary coincidencer—1" soon moved to |i
|l cklingham and shortly aftdEXttrmft @®hst e rOs Fa @YY 'tne
the Clerk of the Parish Coyh%t46 . TheP&ihgirsmsrretriev




During my time there the new Suffolk County Counci l
was time to cawmfytbeGCdeliti pvHlewse wWwWeagp.supposed to be

year s, but the former West Suffolk CC had never man
The Review commenced in 1979 and was a maj or exerci
hi storic, but unmapped rights of way being | odged v
from parish meetings, but also from a range of ot he
Ramblers | submitt-adfogered4dwbi oh ghem during succes
|t was my duty to arranygéflor” a p.

to be held 4H4im Ioorkdleirnglfoandisc'over

my fellow parishioners Wante,d t o
hi storic ights of way whlch,_
MapWhen the notice of the mee
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me det ail of the publie pai

r
h
S e
from a number of elderly
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be abl e t wal k along, b‘u,t,]v;'_v'_,,

The meeting that followed pr
incredible and certainly unf
events. We had just started
present what they want ed.
strolled the Agent of the
accompanied by the viIIage‘*’-"ﬂ
could almost feel the mood
the suggestions that | had
was supported by anybody

of the ol dest inhabltant-~

e de

unobtrusiv eparture.

l ater & ]

A couple of weeks a-

meeting in the village of B

part of the Euston Estate 0:

and for which the defInI{IV:

bl ank There was no parlsh"coun0|l

meeting was <chaired, cspredlctably,,”,

Agent He explained the purpose of

and i mmediatedyranheouhaédt helre ar e

no public rights of way in_this parish Meeting
clos@mdsoftry you have had a|Wweaestbheflinitive Map ¢of the
jourdoney which shows not a sipgle pt

An el derly parishioner started to protest, @hdi.was
One has, of course, to take into account the fact t
communi&ygtéwhaes not only their employer but also the

However, to return to the I ckniel@awWhyt hhSegdn Tir e av:
ridiculous to suggest thaiotume rfyi mrotutef of hgse,atbainr
i mprébbyetdthe Romans, was only a private farm track,
addition, I was convinced that the second, which |
unusuall Sdomisn®ti e@ heat hl and character, was al so an
peace of that part of the countryside -wiadi o@ tamd sdu
carrying gamekeeper, whose message to me and any ot

As for t BRatPh,l gsrudrmesl y t hex plramgather wer e self

y



Ampton Hall
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Getting to the root of the matter

I began to realise that | needed to find out if the
the villagers of Il cklingham were right in their as:
seemed to me that | mi ght find some evidence from \
who was a | ocal hi storian suggested to me that | mi

join an appropriate course of study.

That is how | cameatrdaparnegndiypd otrm acolurse in English

Cambridge University Board of Extramural Studies.

experiences of my Ilife, it did indeed prove to be ¢

i mportant old classes of documentation and was del.

evidence that, as far as the two old roads was c¢coNh{
| ;w':m s m“/%k ¥ The @Ez:;
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Gui nness Boo&. of Reco%
had come ar med with
e public status of

ads which traversed
unde the sway of the
per s

[g}}

- . —
o =

!
uade the managemer
was not reasonable to
aggressi velpoKeep. out
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County Council, with &
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politely informed that
were slim beca@sé¢aliyel/
would see to it that

Joseph Ho@dskva&83oMap (
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Despite that intransigence, a series of public in
situation and numbers of byways, including Seven T
access acr osike s@fetdfl gr,r, méthe evidenc@attth pave etdhe oI i
O el TP : ST =
g — wah .‘\’”/"/ 4 Cecil Oakes Esq.,
== ‘.\J_ East Suffolk County Council,
Ry \ County Hall,
- 'B‘V(' Ipswich.
¢ %
ll ‘i Dear Sir:
,l {‘ Rights of Way.
5 '1 We now send you herewith a plan of the Rendlesham Estate,
« £3 4I the property of Sir Charles H.N, Bunbury, Bart., upon which you
‘\'ff"—. l‘ will see we have marked in Purple ink the only foot-paths which are
\"\“_\"'f,' j‘l considered to be publie,
. NE N
Yret.. Bresthury B ""?\ffq"' TP
« £
4 s
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A letter to the East Sluff ol
An extract of the 1805 dreat |tBaer t0on €n cOlfo stulree Inpanpd |91 ves
which has very recently [been]|fionosttPrautnhesn ttahiati ph ep rbeeyljinegy e d
the existence of this ol|ld pupki gneff@otcRadathki dence thht t h

to the same family.
Consequences of having a map that could not be
There was another major problem with the West Suff
deficient in terms of the number of ridghtswaft whygo
di sastrous mess. Drafted in the days before compu
had every appearance of being the creation of a yo
l ines intended to show the routes of the rights of
and t e ndeenddbgtuad t e haphazardly backwards and forwar ds
boundari es, streams and roads and even over the ro
Equally unhel pful were the numb' /her e
were shown terminating at |l ocat_" S e wa
reason why they should have donlﬂdgat‘e "be s
typically at parish boundari es, s ch i
as half way along a path shown or
a field. Since the basesmapei € he s
and a half inches to a mile one ficu
reaching a decision on what oug sho
constant source of debate and d
One particularly absurd, but frA' Rl e o
found in the tiny village of Sh ‘he |
green ran through the centre of’" oot p
village from various directions ,’ stop
they reached the outer edge of i er t
short di stance across the grassJ. oad

L >

This might not _have mattered bu_t g 0 rdIer%y Qs ot hat
private oOowherphoperty of a bell:i i m
erected Pirki eveaptoroftGir'leesn and had
in surprise appearances whil st ¢
get that single lunacy corrected.

M N



The Council

t hese anomal
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The fact tha
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the possibili thgt 'mi ak'e

made and in parfticu rly t

i nstance we to call gal e

skills of Jerry Pearl man to avoid | osing a

| ovely meadow path at Stansfield

Hopes riainsdded ashed!

The Jaovmgt ed Review of the Definitive Map was to pr
been made the CC set up a panel of officers and men
collection in order to examine the evidence and rec
map. The panel took over 4 years to complete this t
However, in 1981 a new Act had come i nto exibsnteefinfc e,
review procedur e.

Despite the pleading of the CC, the Government inst
operating the new procedur e. Thi s-examuneddoBrvietyg B
if the evidence seemed strong enough, for an order
order to be published so that anybody could object
o, the CC was faced with the tadknodéxami eif ig@gcthegoeé
for all these claims one at a ti me. Progress wunder
ecause so few staff were appointed to do the worKk.
Rambl ers raise the stakes

I n 1985 the Ramblers Associati ocampadilgaynawihéd hi wa s
get public support for greater access to the countr
number of walks along routes, which we knew to be p
and whose public status was strongly contested by t
On one of these occasions over 100 of wus wal ked al o
Lord Melchett |l eading the way. El sewhere we trod &
Chris Hall, then Ramblers GB Chair, and a BBC repor
we did not encounter any of the | andowners over who
surprise, this |l ed hourtherpgoammémomeophpebBB&l fy t he
ever thought possi bl e.

M M
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Anot her had knocked on the door of an elderly | ady
she did not stay away from the inquiry.
This progress came swiftly to a halt in 2005, when
soon brought about t he otdelasnb aannddi nag roeft utrhne t oRetvhiee wpr e
and reluctant pace of &@aabndvs-tcioplmmbimg yr ¢ lou btearsee nwa N
meetings of the committee which scrutinises the rec
approve the making of an order to add a new route t
t haMe déonl i ke this, so will the officer.sO please thin
Complicated issues concerning
So much of what | have touched ¢
document aleelfliend Biitveee ntaepr m6é6 def i r
indicating that it is an unchall
bridleways etc. iltmlte ag,e whioom ic
di fficult to do, one can prove t
by mi st ake.
Some of our most treasured rout e
unsurfaced amditemt rred@d®eed 6L ana
along which you mays srnatl laldwd ws
try it, but they are nonethel ess:s
How do you know which of the mart
countryside fall into this cat ec(
or estate roads?
I f they are shown on the definit
restricteds bylwasyr, d@rhaugh, but ho
An unusual sufpken @bPnt afhose that are not? The
Stanton called Th&KeRRudRel i st of these that it he
aut horiittd esri gins going back int
Taking time to explore this historic network can | e
most remarkable example is the | ane which ru@s al or
rather |l ess surprising that it is called Water Lar
in summetr really very sensible, but
't has become easier t o ese
since the Ordnance Sur vi
on its napppewidiimg on tE
mapeither red or green
described as ~Other rou
acc ésBRPAs) . '
Unfortunately, this sta at
ineither of the use to or
even that there is any
Not surprisingly, ther § es
from |l andowners, which
and someti mes rather i
to be carried out :
Beside the Stour|] at CI
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Looking back

Al t hough | have been away from Suffolk for over 1(
situation and am profoundly unhappy that there ar ¢
unavailable to the walking public. Some of them
as the 1979 debacle.

With all this talk ofonde emiddghit boédifhgsgiawndn bat t 1 lei
Suffolk countryside was an un&emimein®@egpgtiemt wayl
of cour se, not al l l' i ke that, even in the early dé
and pleasing improvement in the condition of the 1
S 0ome degree of c¢credit for that on account of the
when it was needed.

It would be gros
brought about by
constant courtes
ut mosftgr tameextr

sly unfair, however, to fail to ac
the officers of Sutinfinldke dBewsrst ya NG
y ,-e dceismg tper b Il e msh et maetvetrest t heir
emel

y grateful

My | ast words on this subject have to be about t he
experiietnhceespat hs and ways which | was &o slpeaky ftoo
t hemsel ves, so | have scattered a few photos throl

selection of the views and aspects that gave me s
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The path to Dal ham Church

Keeping us on -tehveerr isg hntc et rla8clk6 !



